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This Boy's Life: A Memoir, Tobias Wolff. Tobias Wolff, the author of the wonderful memoir This Boy's Life, put the memoirist's task in this way, “Memory is funny. Our car boiled over again just after my mother and I crossed the Continental Divide. I recommend heartily several men's memoirs, including the classic This Boy's Life and Frank McCourt's books. In fact, this is exactly the type of story that started the Memoir Revolution. I have many favorite memoirs, and usually the one I like best is the one I'm currently reading, but I do have some I revisit often, ones that bring a smile to my face just seeing their covers, old friends I never get tired of passing time with. Two that have worked well for us over the years are Annie Dillard's An American Childhood and Tobias Wolff's This Boy's Life, the former featuring a 7-year-old girl and the latter a teenage boy. While we were waiting for it to cool we heard, from somewhere above us, the bawling of an airhorn. One of my favorites is John Lanchester's Family Romance: A Love Story. One of the first, Tobias Wolff in This Boy's Life (1989) told his bleak story about trying to grow up, raised by a single mom and an absentee dad. Many of the memoirs that line my bookshelves I've not yet read, and that's okay, even though my Tobias Wolff, This Boy's Life: A Memoir. The Lord's Prayer provides the title of this leisurely memoir/ethnography of a boy's life in a small, provincial town is northeastern Italy in the 1920s. The four best memoirs I have ever read, and I have read too many, are Frank McCort's, Angela's Ashes, “Tobias Wolff's, “This Boy's Life,” Geoffrey Wolff's, “The Duke of Deception,” and Jeanette Walls, “The Glass Castle.”. Writing a memoir is all about making choices. 
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